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Friends,
I am excited to share with you some news about our church staff. Beginning in March, FPCRO 

is welcoming the Rev. Neeta Nichols to the role of Parish Associate. Pastor Neeta is a familiar face 
as she has often preached when I am away. She also worships with us regularly at the 10:30am 
Sunday service.

Neeta has been a mentor and friend since I was first ordained and serving in Warren in 2010. 
I find her to be level-headed, full of wisdom, and interested in supporting the faith and life of 
FPCRO.

If this term is new for you, a Parish Associate is an ordained pastor who is in relationship with 
the installed pastor, by agreement of the Session and the Presbytery, to serve in a limited capacity 
in agreed upon areas of church life. Some of you will remember the Rev. Betsy Rice serving as 
Parish Associate here some years ago. 

Why would we add a Parish Associate right now? When FPCRO closed its Associate Pastor 
position in 2020 and when the Parish Visitor departed, we had a mostly smooth transition to 
becoming a solo pastor church. However, there are certain areas of ministry that have been harder 
for me to maintain at the levels we were used to in past years. These are primarily in-person pastoral 
care visits and adult education. Having a Parish Associate will help me and our staff to better serve 
those areas, as well as offering another voice in worship leadership on a more regular basis. 

Generously, Neeta is offering her service to our church as a gift. There will be very little cost 
associated with this position, just a few reimbursements and honoraria. We are so grateful and 
lucky to have her coming on board with us! Read more about her below and greet her when you 
see her!

Pastor Neeta R. Nichols has lived in Detroit Presbytery since 1993 
serving nine different congregations as Interim Pastor and also 
served briefly as the Presbytery’s Acting Head of Staff. She holds an 
undergraduate degree in Religion and Philosophy from The Defiance 
College in Ohio and a Masters of Divinity from Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary. Neeta was ordained as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament 
in 1973 to serve First Presbyterian Church, Adrian, Michigan. For 
over 35 years, her ministry has been in transitional (interim) settings 
where she has developed skills in quickly assessing a situation, helping 
the congregation understand its situation, and offering appropriate 
options for resolution. 

“I enjoy serving in a setting where people have a healthy commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ, are 
concerned about living in faithfulness to Christ, and are open to new possibilities for expression of their 
faith. It is easy in this fast-changing culture to employ whatever gimmick appears attractive. However, 
I believe the Church must be open to new possibilities for expressing ancient rituals so that its message 
can be viable and vital with this generation. I wrestle with how to be faithful to the Church’s historic 
principles and, at the same time, be contemporary in approach.”

Neeta actively serves our Presbytery, including six terms on the Committee on Ministry, in 
addition to many other roles. On January 1, 2020, Neeta retired from parish ministry. In her 
newly found free time, she is a Volunteer at the Detroit Zoo. She enjoys travel and has visited 
Egypt, Ukraine, Russia and Belarus in recent years. Music plays a part in her free time as does the 
challenge of Sudoku. A diehard coffee fan, Neeta enjoys a daily latte from Starbucks and spending 
time with family. 

Grace and peace,

From the Pastor’s Desk…
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Is Your Info Current?
Please let Sally Gilreath (sgilreath@fpcro.org) know of changes to 
your contact information so we can maintain current and up-to-
date records of your member information.

Stephen Ministry
FPCRO is a Stephen Ministry church. Stephen Ministers 
are lay caregivers trained to provide high-quality, 
confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting.

In-Person  
Worship

Sunday Worship:  
9 am in Evans Chapel, 

and 10:30 am in  
the sanctuary.  

(Masks are welcome,  
but not required.)

Livestream  
Worship

Sundays at 10:30 am  
watch the livestream 

of the worship service 
on Vimeo, Facebook or 
YouTube. (Or anytime 
later in the day/week.) 

Sunday school 
for children pre-

kindergarten through 
5th grade begins after 

the Time with Children 
in worship at 10:30.

The nursery is open for 
infant-toddler care.



March Special Dates
World Day of Prayer, March 3

Daylight Saving Time Begins, March 12

St. Patrick’s Day, March 17

First Day of Spring, March 20

Christian symbol
St. Patrick used the shamrock to 
teach people about the Godhead. 
Holding up a shamrock, he 
challenged them, “Is this one leaf,  
or three?” Inevitably, people replied 
that it was both, prompting  
St. Patrick to draw the analogy 
that so, too, is God: one God in 
three Persons—the Holy Trinity.
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Congregational News

A memorial gift  
was given in  
memory of  
Barbara Geralds. A gift was received in 
celebration of our children’s choir.In this season of Lent, 

what repentance or 
self-examination has 
come from your star 
word so far?

Shining God’s Light 
Into the Future…
Sunburst Stewards honors members who have 
included the church in their estate plans with 
a gift to the endowment. Knowledge of future 
gifts offers the church an opportunity to thank 
donors and allows church leadership to plan for 
the future. The ultimate benefit comes from knowing that we have 
recognized the importance of God in our lives and have made a 
powerful witness of that love through a gift to the church.

For more information about Sunburst Stewards, please contact Rev. 
Emma Nickel or the chairperson of the Finance and Investment 
Committee. All information given will remain confidential.

Stewards

Su
nburst

Columbarium & 
Memorial Garden

Contact Ken Bissey 
248.709.4849  

for an information packet

Of Note:

Deaths:
Norma Allard, February 8, 2023

Terry Farlow, February 9, 2023

Jim Baldwin, February 14, 2023

Vicki Dickinson, February 15, 2023

Book Discussion: Feeling Seen
Join Melissa Ross for a 
series of discussions on 
the new book, Feeling 
Seen: Reconnecting in a 
Disconnected World, by 
Jody Carrington. Order 
from Amazon (https://
tinyurl.com/3h6kecy2) 
or a local bookseller. 
Melissa heard the author 
at a conference and was 
struck by the power of her 
work! The book discusses 
the feeling of disconnection 
and will help you lean in 
and learn to reconnect 
while helping you gain an understanding of how we all 
got so disconnected in the first place. We’ll discuss our 
own experiences of disconnection and share how we can 
connect with each other as a congregation. The relationship 
between our faith and the book will be a focus throughout. 
Though this book is not a Christian read per se, and does 
occasionally use some profanity, as the author states, it is 
not to offend but to express the true emphasis that some 
life experiences deserve. Meetings will be in-person at 
church on Mondays at 7pm April 10 through May 8.



Bible Study for Lent
This four-week study, 
Improving Baptism, will 
look at scripture passages 
that reflect the challenges of 
being Jesus’ disciple when 
we know that this journey 
of Lent leads to a cross. 
What practices, disciplines, 
engagements will aid us in the renewal of our baptism and 
guide us on our journey of following Jesus? This study will 
meet via Zoom at 7pm on Wednesdays March 8, 15, 
22, 29 and will be led by the Rev. Neeta Nichols.

Zoom info: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85271251871

Meeting ID: 852 7125 1871

Communion Preparation
The Worship and Music 
Committee is looking 
for people interested in 
prepping communion for 
9am or 10:30am worship 
services and/or cleanup 
after the 10:30 service 
on the first Sunday of 
each month. You would 
be part of a team and 
work on a rotating basis. 
If you have questions 
or interest, please call 
the church office or Julie Matthews, chair of the Worship 
and Music committee, at 248-647-3796. Thank you for 
considering to participate in this important ministry!
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Worship and Music

Re-Framing Lent
Lent has often been viewed as a season to feel shame for our sin or a time when the 
mood is very somber. This year, our theme is Re-Framing Lent. We’ll hear Jesus 
in conversation with Nicodemus, the woman at the well, the man born blind, and 
Lazarus’ sisters. Jesus asks them challenging questions as he helps them reframe 
their understanding of faith, salvation, and God.

Each week, we will focus on a word that begins with the prefix “re-.” In March, we 
visit the words reclaim, reimagine, reveal, resonate, revere, and resurrection. We’ll 
rejoice on Easter together!

Revere

Reveal
Reclaim

Resist Ressurection

Reimagine
Repent

Resonate

Stewardship 2023-24 • Strong, Open, Ready

To wrap up the 2023-24 Stewardship Campaign, we would like to 
share a final interview with a long-time member of our church, who 

demonstrates being Strong, Open and Ready in so many ways. Sandra 
Olah has been a member for 68 years. She met her late husband, Dan, at 
the church’s “young adult group” when they were both in their early 20’s. 
Sandra was unable to be interviewed during our worship service, but it was 
important to hear from her:

Karen: Sandra, you have been a member at First Presbyterian for a long time. You, 
and your late husband Dan, raised your family here and you continue to serve. How 
has this congregation helped you navigate the stages and changes of your life?

Sandra: Staff and members here have been very supportive of me, 
including during the loss I experienced when my husband, Dan, 
passed away after almost 50 years of marriage.
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S.T.A.G.E. Youth Ministry Update

Thank you for supporting our Super Bowl Sub Sandwich 
fundraiser! We had lots of youth and parents help 

assemble the subs and all four partner churches enjoyed 
the tasty sandwiches. All the proceeds support our youth 
on their mission trip to Chicago in July, which is focused on 
creation care.

Big news for our program! First Presbyterian Church of 
Birmingham is joining S.T.A.G.E. With the departure of 
their youth pastor in 2022, their congregation is feeling 
led to a collaborative form of ministry and are excited to 
partner with us. In addition to middle and high schoolers, 
they come with a big class of 5th  graders who will get 
involved in the fall. 

We continue to seek a director for the program, which will 
help set us on a good footing. For now, parents and pastors 
continue to provide programming and support. This month, 
we’re welcoming FPCRO member Jessica Gibbs as a new 
adviser for S.T.A.G.E. Her regular presence at S.T.A.G.E. 
meetings and events will be a great support to our youth.

Stewardship 2023-24 • Strong, Open, Ready
Karen: I know that you are in the midst of preparing for a significant change… 
you will be moving to a senior community near your daughter’s home in Ohio 
when a cottage becomes available. How will you take this congregation with you 
when you move?

Sandra: I plan to continue as a member so I will receive e-mail messages 
and the newsletter and I will watch the livestreamed services. Also, 
I have been one of the Church Bell proofreaders for a long time and I 
would enjoy continuing to do that.

Karen: You have been a faithful servant and steady member of First 
Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak. Can you share why, for you, giving is a 
reflection of your faith?

Sandra: It has been my budget habit to support the functioning 
of this wonderful church for necessary expenses and from a faith 
standpoint, scripturally we are called to share our gifts and abilities.
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Sunflowers Christian Preschool

As March begins, we hope spring is on its way! This month, our preschoolers 
will be watching the weather to see if March comes in like a lion and goes out 

like a lamb. Blue is the color of the month, so we’ll look at the sky hoping for blue 
and paint something blue.

March is reading month, and during it the three-year-olds will learn an assortment 
of nursery rhymes to say and act out with accompanying art work. The four-year-
olds will have reading logs so they can share with each other books they especially 
liked, or maybe didn’t like. We will also focus on a special author, Eric Carle, and 
read lots of his books. We will display special art work around our room based 

on his stories. During center time on Fridays, we will continue to work on language and math activities and do fun 
science projects.

Registration for the 2023-24 school year has begun. If you are interested in enrolling your child, or know someone 
who might be interested in preschool, please call 248-541-0108 x220 so we may mail out registration information to 
you. Our three-year-olds meet Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:15am to 11:45am. Our four-year-olds meet 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 9:15am to 12noon. We’d love to introduce you to our wonderful 
program! Come see for yourself.

Mrs. Heitchue and Mrs. Gibson 

Sun�owers
Christian Preschool

You Are a Child of God!  
Know it! Live it! Love it!
Our congregation is blessed to have wonderful children in the life of our church. 
We see them each week and now we have opportunities to get to know them a little 
bit better. 

March Child of God—Elise Mooney
Elise is in the second grade at Northwood Elementary in Royal Oak. She likes 
science and reading. She also enjoys listening to her teacher talk about sports.

At home, Elise lives with her mom and dad, Tracey and Doug. She has a sister, 
Kaitlyn and a brother, Evan. Elise has three dogs whom she loves equally. Ollie is a 
long-haired mini dachshund, Lucy is a short-haired mini dachshund, and Tucker is 
a cocker spaniel.

When asked what Elise feels is something special about herself she says, “I am 
really good at reading, math, and science. I am in the top reading level for kids in 
my class and enjoy advanced books.” Her hobbies include reading, video games, and 
swimming. Her favorite thing to do with her family is play games, read with them, 
and take trips!

Elise enjoys being a part of FPCRO: “I love time with the children. Gloria Patri 
is great, I can put down the bulletin and sing it, and sometimes sing it around  
the house.”



Earla B. Smith 
Requests
As a reminder: if you, or a 
committee, wants to make a 
request for funding from the 
Earla B. Smith foundation, 
the form is due April 21. 
Funding for programs for 
Music Ministries, Christian 
Education, and missionary 
outreach can be submitted 
to Kari Peruski or Pastor 
Emma. Forms are available 
online, or you may request 
one from Kari.

–Marilyn Sutton, Earla B. 
Smith Foundation

H.O.M.E. for April/May
The H.O.M.E. project for this spring will 
be Birthday in a Bag as we anticipate 
the birthday of the church at Pentecost. 
Bags will be available starting Sunday, 
April 19 and are due May 12, and will 
contain a guideline sheet and a list of 
items to include in the bag—cake mix, 
frosting, candles, birthday napkins, 
plates, etc. There will also be a blank 
card which you and your family may use 
to create a birthday card. If you want to 
add any other birthday treats, please 
feel free to do so! In the past, these bags have been donated 
to The Salvation Army and the Royal School District. Help 
to celebrate the birthday of the church by donating a bag 
for a child who will enjoy a Happy Birthday!

–Marilyn Sutton, Christian Education Committee
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Christian Education
Sunday School Lent Lessons
During Lent, our Sunday 
school lessons will center 
on loving God, Neighbor, 
and Enemy. Stories will 
include the following:

Love Extravagantly  
(Luke 6:27–36)
Serve a Stranger  
(1 Kings 7–24)
Show Mercy (1 Samuel 24)
Wash Another’s Feet (John 13:1–17)
Be Courageous (Matthew 27:55–56; Luke 24:1–11)
Live Peaceably (Romans 12:1–2, 9–21)

Tom and Ruth Kirkman 
Scholarship Fund for  
Higher Education
Are you discerning higher 
education for yourself? Church 
members who are high school 
seniors and older are eligible to 
apply for a one-time scholarship 
through the Kirkman 
Scholarship Fund. This fund allows us to award members 
who are seeking higher education. Most forms of higher 
education are eligible for scholarships. They are not limited 

to colleges and universities. It is not necessary to name 
your place of learning at the time you apply. Award checks 
will be mailed to the school later in the year. Applications 
are available on our church website at https://www.
fpcro.org/forms-event-scheduling. 

If you would like more information, please contact Joelle 
Jarrait at jjarrait@fpcro.org.

Register for a STELLAR VBS!
Registration for our 2023 VBS begins March 1. Children 
ages four-years-old through 5th grade are invited to attend 
our STELLAR VBS where we will Shine Jesus’ Light! The 
event is June 26-30, from 9am to 12noon. Register at 
https://form.jotform.com/223405660685054 

Volunteer for STELLAR VBS!
Our 2023 VBS is June 26-30! We are looking for volunteers 
for a variety of areas. Not only do we need helpers during 
the event, but also helpers for planning and designing 
sets and props. Please visit our sign-up genius at https://
tinyurl.com/ycka7hwf to join in on the fun! Be sure to 
talk to Joelle Jarrait for more information.



Worship with us at 9 & 10:30 am 
or online anytime at www.fpcro.org
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529 Hendrie Blvd.  
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

opportunities for all ages! 
serving • learning • growing

Special Dates in March

find us on:

March 1 • Stellar VBS Registration Begins
March 3 • Confirmation Class, 5:30-8:30pm, The Loft
March 5 • Sunburst Singers, 11:30am-12:15pm
March 8 • Lent Bible Study, 7pm via Zoom
March 12 • Easter Flower Orders Due
March 15 • Lent Bible Study, 7pm via Zoom
March 19 • Sunburst Singers, 11:30am-12:15pm
March 22 • Lent Bible Study, 7pm via Zoom
March 29 • Lent Bible Study, 7pm via Zoom
March 31 • Kirkman Scholarship Applications Due


