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Church Bell

Worship Plans for Summer
At the stated meeting on April 20, the Session reviewed
recommendations from the Pandemic Response Team (Chris Klein,
Marilyn Sutton, Lindsey Harris, Joseph Jackson, Emma Nickel, and
Kevin Ball) concerning in-person worship services and other activities
in the church building. After discerning the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, the Session approved the following:
• A summer worship schedule that seeks to allow the most members and visitors to attend inperson services. Beginning June 6, Sunday worship services will be livestreamed from
the sanctuary at 9 am, with a limited number of worshippers (40-50) in attendance
by prior reservation. At 10:30 am, weather permitting, an outdoor service will be
held with no limit on attendance. Masking and social distancing will be required at all
church services.
• Church activities for worship or ministry may take place inside the building, in coordination
with the staff or other leaders, for a maximum of 10 people located in the largest space possible
beginning on June 6.
• Limited church rentals may be permitted over the summer, similar to the above provisions for
church activities, or existing rental groups. Choirs and wind-instrument groups are still not
permitted to use the building at this time.
•
•

•

•

•

What does this mean for me?
It means that, starting June 6, we will get to see one another more and worship God together
a lot more this summer! Thanks be to God!
If you are hoping to worship in-person in the sanctuary, you will need to reserve a spot for
you/your family during the week leading up to the service. You’ll go to www.fpcro.org and
click a link in red at the top where you can register to attend in-person worship. Or, call the
church office during our hours to register. Seats will be assigned on a first come, first served
basis, with a few seats reserved for visitors. To ensure all are able to attend during the summer,
we ask that if you attend one Sunday, you wait until the following Thursday to register for the
coming Sunday. This ensures all worshippers have a chance to worship in the sanctuary. More
information will follow on the procedure for reservations and indoor worship.
If you are hoping to worship outside, outdoor services will proceed like others we’ve had this
past year. Bring your own lawn chair and enjoy worshipping outside together. If bad weather
is predicted, cancellation of the outdoor service will be announced by email each Saturday.
When the outdoor service must be cancelled, everyone is welcome to worship online with the
livestream unless you are registered to attend worship in the sanctuary at 9 am.
If you are hoping to worship online, the format will change slightly on June 6 as we shift to
a livestream versus a pre-recorded service. You will be sent information on where to click to
access the service each Sunday. You will be able to watch the service live at 9 am or anytime
afterward on Facebook or our Vimeo page. When we make this shift, please reach out if you
need assistance locating the worship service online.
Congregational singing will still be on hold at all the services, with members of our church
community and staff leading solo or small-group musical offerings.

Look for more information in coming weeks by email and in the Church Bell newsletter as we
help each other adjust to this next phase in our life together.

Worship Online with FPCRO
Worship continues in an online format. Each
week, we offer a worship service video that
includes scripture, music, thoughts for kids,
preaching, prayer, and even online communion.
Worship God from wherever you are, at anytime
you choose!
Access the video each weekend on our website:
www.fpcro.org/home-worship-resources.
From there, you can also download a printed
copy of the sermon.
Or, watch worship on our Facebook page and
share comments with other worshippers:
https://www.facebook.com/fpcro/ (Clicking
“like” and/or sharing posts on the church Facebook page is another way to help increase our reach.)
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The Church Bell is published monthly,
September through June. Email
contributions to newsletter@fpcro.org.
Deadline is the 15th of each month.

Congregational News
Of Note:
Deaths:

Bob McCall, March 18, 2021
Marion Shepherd, March 31, 2021
Irene Guymer, April 14, 2021
Tillie Nelson, April 22, 2021

Memorial gifts
were given in
memory of
Robert “Bob” McCall and Marion Shepherd.
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s we prepare for Pentecost,
how has the Holy Spirit lit
a fire in you through your star
word? What new thing has it
inspired you to do?

Congrats, grad!

Worship and Music
Committee
Summer Services
Starting June 6, 2021
We are so excited to be in the process of having services
livestreamed and outdoors this summer. Getting back to
live services creates a need for ushers and greeters.
Staff members will be working indoors at the live streamed
service, so Alan Glasel could use help getting equipment
set up for the 10:30 am outdoor service. Please contact
Chris Klein (248.990.8586 CKlein8000@live.com) or
call the church (248.541.0108) if you can help as an usher
(9:00 am), outdoor greeter (10:30 am), or serve as part of
our outdoor set up squad before the 10:30 service.
We look forward to seeing you at worship and volunteering
to usher, greet, or set up at a couple Sunday services.
Thank you, Your FPCRO Worship and Music Committee
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Shining God’s Light
Into the Future…

This spring, our Facility
Manager, Alan Glasel,
completes his Associates’
degree in Applied Science
with
specialization
in
Heating,
Ventilation,
Air Conditioning, and
Refrigeration
(HVAC/R)
at Oakland Community
College. He will be honored
in a virtual commencement
ceremony on Saturday, June
12. If you would like to celebrate this important occasion
with Alan, you’re invited to send him a congratulatory card
at the church’s address.

First Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak

Columbarium and
Memorial Garden
Information packets available
Questions:
Ken Bissey 248.709.4849

For more information about Sunburst Stewards, please contact Rev.
Emma Nickel or the chairperson of the Finance and Investment
Committee. All information given will remain confidential.

Please let Sally Gilreath (sgilreath@fpcro.org) know of changes to
your contact information so we can maintain current and up-todate records of your member information.

ds

Stephen Ministry

S

Sunburst Stewards honors members who have
te
included the church in their estate plans with
wa r
a gift to the endowment. Knowledge of future
gifts offers the church an opportunity to thank
donors and allows church leadership to plan for
the future. The ultimate benefit comes from knowing that we have
recognized the importance of God in our lives and have made a
powerful witness of that love through a gift to the church.

FPCRO is a Stephen Ministry church. Stephen Ministers
are lay caregivers trained to provide high-quality,
confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting.

Is Your Info Current?
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Congregational News
Welcome to New Members!
On May 9 in worship,
we
welcome
new
members who have
completed our class
and are ready to join the
FPCRO community. In
the June issue of the
Church Bell, look for
introductions to our new members and be ready to share
with them and learn from them.

April Session
Highlights
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• The session met with the Rev. Bethany
Peerbolte, liaison to the Presbytery of
Detroit’s Committee on Preparation for
Ministry. She oriented elders to the ordination
process in the PCUSA and our church’s role in supporting
a member seeking ordination. Following her visit, the
Session met with member Norm Dell who is enrolled
at Ecumenical Theological Seminary in Detroit in the
Master of Divinity program. After conversation about
Norm’s sense of call to hospice chaplaincy, the Session
endorsed Norm as an Inquirer, the first step in the
ordination process.
• The Session received and approved recommendations
from the Pandemic Response Team related to summer
worship activities at FPCRO, church rentals, and
Sunflowers Christian Preschool. See the cover article for
more information.
• Received the March financial reports which showed the
church at an operating income of $61,000 over expenses.
Thank you for your generosity and commitment to giving
this year!
• Approved a number of House and Grounds contracts and
projects for necessary maintenance on the heating and
cooling system, resurfacing and striping of three parking
lots, and new exterior doors near the elevator entrance,
heavily used by Sunflowers Preschool.
• Celebrated and approved awards to Abby Pochron and
Norm Dell from the Kirkman Scholarship Fund for their
higher education in the upcoming year.
• Accepted, with regret, the resignation of Elder Beau
Woehrle from the Session due to work commitments.

Worship Information
Showing Up
Through
May
16, our worship
series Showing Up
continues. After his
resurrection, Jesus
appeared to many
of his followers: individually and in groups, on the beach,
on the road, behind locked doors, and out in the open. This
series invites us to see all the ways Jesus shows up in our
lives, and the ways we can show up for him, and for each
other, today.

Youth Sunday is May 16

Original Artwork by L. Schnieders

FPCRO middle and high school youth are hard at work
preparing a special service for Sunday, May 16. Worship
will be available online and outdoors that day, with a
rain date of May 23. After exploring several resurrection
appearances of Jesus, the youth voted to focus their
service on John 21:1-14, when Jesus appears on the beach
to his disciples who are fishing. The online service includes
a stop-action animation of the scripture reading. Both
services include readings and much music from our gifted
youth. Kirkman Scholarship recipients will also be honored
in worship that day.
If inclement weather forces us to cancel the outdoor
service on May 16, staff will instead livestream a
short service of morning prayer from the sanctuary
at 10:30 am on Facebook. The Youth Sunday online
service will then air the following Sunday, on May
23, when the outdoor service takes place.

Outdoor Congregational
Meeting: Sunday, May 16
The Session has called a congregational meeting for
Sunday, May 16, for the purpose of electing church
officers. It will follow the outdoor Youth Sunday worship
service on the Hendrie Lawn, which begins at 10:30 am. In
the event of inclement weather, the meeting will take place
on Sunday, May 23 at the same time. All FPCRO members
are encouraged to attend.

Spring Fling!
Spring signals new growth, renewed hope, more daylight,
and of course… the Spring Fling! On Sunday, May 16,
following the outdoor Youth Sunday service and brief
congregational meeting, join our church family, friends,
and neighbors to celebrate Faithfulness, Fellowship,
Friendship, and Hope. (Rain date will be Sunday, May 23.)
Activities for all ages will be set up on the church grounds,
including lawn games, bubbles, and chalk. Opportunities
will be available to create cards for our homebound
members, to express feelings and experiences of gratitude,
and to pick up the final H.O.M.E. Bag of the season.
All church members, guests, friends, and neighbors are
welcome to greet spring and each other. Let’s come together
and share much needed fellowship and laughter and love.
(Being mindful of appropriate precautions… don’t forget
your masks). The Spring Fling is being sponsored by
the Stewardship and Christian Education Committees,
and Deacons. We are grateful for the overwhelming
support and continuing care our church family has
demonstrated during this difficult year. We have survived
and thrived and it’s time to celebrate all of God’s gifts
and love!

Pentecost Sunday
Pentecost celebrates
the gift of God’s Spirit
to the community
of believers. Our
service on May 23
will include a special
video
featuring
Pentecost
artwork
that hangs in the “Before the Fire” art by Lisle Gwynn Garrity
A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
Fireside Room and a
children’s presentation of the scripture story; Come, Holy
Spirit! (If the Youth Sunday service gets postponed to
May 23, watch your email for information on celebrating
Pentecost together!)
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Mission and Benevolence
Mission and Benevolence Update
On behalf of FPCRO, the Mission and Benevolence
Committee continues to support neighbors in need. Since
January 2021 Session has approved gifts in the amount of
$1,000 to each of the following organizations: Lighthouse,
Open Hands Food Pantry, and South Oakland Citizens
for the Homless/Welcome Inn. All funds were from the
Mission and Benevolence budget.

Here to Help Foundation
The Here to Help Foundation is a local organization
that helps those who have unexpected big emergencies
and they have
nowhere else
to go, such
as
needing
transportation to a job. They consider themselves a
resource of last resort and some of their recipients are
those returning to society after being incarcerated.
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The
Christian
Education
Committee thanks all of the
members of our church family
who picked up March H.O.M.E.
Bags and chose books to
share with kindergartners
g
and others, at the Arts and
n
Ou
t, M is si o
Technology Academy of Pontiac.
We collected over 100 books and
will give one book to each of the 65 kindergartners at the
school! We will donate the remaining books to classroom
collections, which serve as
“You can find
libraries in each grade. Since
the school does not have
magic wherever
designated library space
you look. Sit back athese
classroom collections
and relax, all you are very important.
pi

Here to Help began in October 2007. In addition to
economic assistance, they also provide services such as
mentoring and support groups, mental health counseling,
referrals for job training, and help filling out job and
employment applications, among other things. Like so
many other organizations, this year the requests for help
have gone up. Mission & Benevolence has been in touch
with Bob and is exploring ways FPCRO might partner with
them. Because of COVID-19 restrictions, opportunities
are limited. One suggestion is that Here to Help accepts
donations of used cars. If you are getting ready to purchase
a new vehicle, you’re encouraged to consider donating
your used car to Here to Help. Here to Help Foundation
is a 501(c)(3) You can find more information about the
organization at https://www.heretohelpfoundation.
org/activek/home

March H.O.M.E. Bag

H el

FPCRO became acquainted with Here to Help this winter
when we noticed folks meeting up in our parking lot in the
afternoons. The founder of Here to Help, Bob Schwartz,
meets recipients of assistance in person to give them gift
cards or other tangible help, and had been doing so at the
old Nello’s restaurant. When the new restaurant re-opened
in that space, Bob needed a nearby location and moved to
our parking lot. We are now in communication and pleased
that we can offer a safe location for this ministry close to
public transportation.

need is a book.”
– Dr. Seuss

Thank you also for the used
books that were donated to
Little Free Libraries in Royal
Oak and Detroit. We received many titles for all ages!
What wonderful ways to share our love of reading with
others. Thank you for your generosity!!!
— Marilyn Sutton for the Christian Education Committee
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2021 Book of the Month Challenge

J

oin our May or June book discussion and meet Pastor Emma’s challenge of every member participating in one
discussion. We have enjoyed great attendance and deep discussion so far. Don’t miss out on sharing ideas with our
community and learning some new things along the way!
You have a few extra days to read the book for May! Our book discussion for The Language for God: A Scientist
Presents Evidence for Belief will be Thursday, June 3 at 7:30 pm on Zoom. Take the dive to think through what
science says about belief in God and vice versa.

May 2021
The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence
for Belief
by Francis S. Collins
A compelling work that describes one scientist’s take on
Christian faith.
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82115487756
Meeting ID: 821 1548 7756
Passcode: 010612
One tap mobile +13126266799,,82115487756#,,,,*01061
2# US (Chicago) Dial +1 312 626 6799

June 2021
Braving the Wilderness: The Quest for True Belonging
and the Courage to Stand Alone
by Brené Brown
A book about belonging, communities, and culture.
Monday, June 28 at 7:30 pm. Discussion co-facilitated
by Megan Kortlandt and Pastor Emma.
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Stewardship Update

G

reat is your faithfulness!
We have had a successful
stewardship drive with 149
pledge cards being returned in
the amount of $473,501. This
combined with the electronic
giving units brings our total
pledge to $497,263. Thank you
to all that have submitted their
pledge cards.

Pledges

great
is your

faithfulness
lamentations 3:21-24

4%
18%

Increased
New Pledge

The exciting news is that 68%
10%
No Change
of the pledge cards returned
met the challenge and increased
68%
Decrease
their annual giving pledge and
10% of the pledge cards were
from congregants who had not
pledged last year. There were
some who kept their pledge the
same as last year (18%) and a
few that needed to reduce their
pledge (4%). A blessing of our church family is that many were able to give a little more in a time where others needed to
maintain or decrease their giving.
Pledges make the budgeting process easier so you haven’t submitted your pledge card, there is still time. Simply visit
fpcro.org/pledge, email Kari Peruski at kperuski@fpcro.org, or send in your pledge card via the mail.

Sunflowers Christian Preschool

H

ow quickly the year has passed, and we made it through! We can’t
believe there are only a few more weeks in the school year. It’s been a
fun year and our preschoolers have certainly grown by leaps and bounds.
And we have managed to stay healthy and safe!

Sunflowers
Christian Preschool

For the three-year-olds, we will spend this sunny month painting with
the color yellow, finishing our special handprint books, making Sunflower
T-shirts, and creating Mother’s Day gifts. Caterpillars turning into
butterflies are in our plans. Our three-year-old class will finish the year
with a fun outdoor day (hopefully) on the church grounds on May 25.

How sad we are to see our four-year-olds finish preschool! They have
worked so hard all year to prepare for kindergarten; we are just not quite
ready to say goodbye to them. This month, they will finish their alphabet
study, learn about insects — especially butterflies, make special gifts for Mom, plant beans in a bag and watch them
grow and prepare for our graduation ceremony to be held on May 26 at 10:00 am, in an outdoor ceremony.
If you are interested in learning more about our preschool, please call 248-541-0108, x220. We would love to tell you
all about Sunflowers! Have a safe and enjoyable summer!
Mrs.Gibson and Mrs. Heitchue
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Church Finances Update
March 31, 2021
$579,441
$515,377

$600,000
$500,000
$400,000

$416,363

$444,297

$396,496

$499,775

$300,000
$200,000
$100,000
$-

Total Contribution Income

Total Income

Expenses
Actual

Budget

FPCRO Income Statement
March 31, 2021

Income
Contribution Income
Pledge Income
Loose Offerings
Special Gifts
Memorial Gifts
Previous Year Unpaid Pledge
Per Capita
Total Contribution Income
Temporarily Restricted Income
Total Contribution Income
Investment Income
Other Income
Sunflowers Income
Total Income
Expenses
Net Income

Actual YTD

Budget
YTD

$ 359,779
26,811
10,313
12,295
2,214
4,951
$ 416,363
73,964
$ 490,327
47,195
3,492
38,427
$ 579,441
$ 444,297
$ 135,145

$ 346,579
25,067
8,183
12,000
1,333
3,333
$ 396,496
34,770
$ 431,266
39,478
3,000
41,633
$ 515,377
$ 499,775
$ 15,602

Net Income Less Temporarily
Restricted Income

$

$

61,180

Budget
Annual

Variance

$

$
$

$
$
$

(19,168) $

13,200
1,744
2,130
295
881
1,618
19,867
39,194
59,062
7,716
492
(3,206)
64,064
(26,121)
90,185

50,991

$ 497,465
37,600
12,275
14,000
2,000
5,000
$ 568,340
34,770
$ 603,110
59,030
104,700
53,050
$ 819,890
$ 737,090
$ 82,800

$

48,030

9

Releasing the “Alleluia’s”!
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Easter 2021
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Worship online with us at www.fpcro.org
www.fpcro.org • facebook.com/fpcro
248.541.0108 • fax 248.541.1859
529 Hendrie Blvd.
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

opportunities for all ages!
serving • learning • growing

Upcoming Dates to Note…
Sermon Series:
“Showing Up” • April & May
Youth Sunday Outdoor Worship
Service • May 16 at 10:30 am
Outdoor Congregational
Meeting • Sunday, May 16
Spring Fling! • Sunday, May 16
Hendrie Lawn, 11:30 am-12:30 pm
Rain date for
May 16 activities is May 23

find us on:

