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From the Pastor’s Desk…

Church Bell

In April of 2020, the church staff imagined that we’d be back to worship in a few weeks and we would sing
the Hallelujah Chorus together to celebrate! Well, obviously things didn’t work out that way! Nevertheless,
we are so grateful to be coming together for in-person worship this summer starting on June 6. I want to
be sure you’re up to date on how you can attend our services feeling confident and safe. If you have any
questions, please call or email me to talk! It is my goal and the Session’s goal that as many people as possible
can attend worship and that everyone can do so comfortably.
9 am Sanctuary service:
• To attend this service on a particular Sunday, register ahead of time. Registration opens on Friday
morning, May 28 for the service on June 6; and on Monday morning for the following Sunday for
subsequent weeks. Go to our website, www.fpcro.org, and click on the red button for the 9 am service,
which will take you to the registration page. Or, you can call the church during office hours (M 9 am-3 pm;
T-F 9 am-1 pm) to reserve a spot. If you leave a voice mail, note that your registration is not confirmed
until you receive a call back. Registration will remain open until all 60 available spots are filled, with a
few spots reserved for visitors. To ensure that everyone who wants to worship in the sanctuary has an
opportunity to do so, we ask that if you attend the service one week, you wait until Thursday to register
for the following Sunday, allowing others to make their reservation Monday through Wednesday.
• Watch the video (https://vimeo.com/551929085) on the general safety procedures for attending the
indoor service before you come to worship. Enter the building only through the Christian Education
lobby entrance where a staff member will note your registration. Then proceed to the sanctuary where
ushers will guide you to a pew, seating the congregation from the front to the back. Offering plates will
be located at the doors and ushers will dismiss each pew at the end of the service.
• Wear your mask throughout your time inside the building and please do not attend if you are feeling
under the weather.
• Remember that this service will always be livestreamed and your image may appear online if you are
in attendance.
10:30 am Outdoor service:
• There is no limit on attendance at this service and registration is not required.
• Bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on if you’re able. If you can’t do that, we are happy to get you a chair!
• There will be a Time with the Children. Following that, Ms. Joelle will take the children to the playground
area for a story and outdoor play while the worship service concludes.
• Most weeks, we will follow the state guideline that masks are not required in outdoor gatherings of less
than 100 people. So, you can remove your mask if you are comfortable or you can wear your mask if you
prefer. Please remember to practice social distancing and stay home if you are feeling sick.
• Once a month, we will have a SINGING SUNDAY! On these weeks, everyone in attendance will be
required to wear a mask so that we can sing the hymns aloud in a safe manner together. The first Singing
Sunday will be June 20 – so that day, wear your mask! Other Sundays, the soloist will offer sung music
for the congregation.
Communion:
We will partake of communion at both the indoor and outdoor services on the first Sunday of the month.
The bread and cup will be pre-packaged and worshippers will pick up the elements before the service begins.
Masks will be removed briefly to eat and drink the elements. A gluten-free option will be available.
Livestream:
Watch the livestreamed 9 am service on our Vimeo page (click the light blue V on our website) or our
Facebook page (click the darker blue F on our website) at 9 am on Sundays. Or anytime later in the day/week.
If you access the service on the Facebook page, you may need to scroll down until you see the post for the
service. Anyone can view the service on Facebook, whether or you have a Facebook account yourself. Call
the office if you have any trouble finding or accessing the service — we want to help!
I can’t wait to see you this summer!

Three ways to Worship with FPCRO!
9 am
Indoor Worship

10:30 am
Outdoor Worship

Livestream
Worship

Register Monday
morning for the
following Sunday. Visit
www.fpcro.org and click
on the red button for
the 9 am service, which
will take you to the
registration page.

There is no limit on
attendance at this
service and registration
is not required. Bring a
lawn chair or blanket
to sit on.
Children’s activities
will be offered.

Sundays at 9 am
watch the livestream
of the Indoor Worship
service on our Vimeo
or Facebook page.
(Or anytime later
in the day/week.)
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Congregational News

N

ow that we’re halfway
through the year,
revisit the initial thoughts,
impressions, and prayers
you first had with your
star word. How have they
changed? How have they grown?

Memorial gifts
were given
in memory of
Irene Guymer and Tillie Nelson.

O

New Home Blessings
Have you moved in the
last year or so? Have
your new home blessed!

peration
Paperback
has
experienced some changes
during the pandemic. There are
plenty of volunteers willing to donate
books and ship them, however
the list of military recipients has
shrunk, for many reasons.
Eligible recipients of used paperback
books, DVD’s and puzzle books, include military bases all
over the world, military hospitals and military families.
The national organization has requested that we
solicit addresses for any military related individuals or
organizations that would like to receive shipments. It
appears we need the name and address of a person who is
willing to accept the delivery.
If you can assist with providing names of military
organizations or individuals that would benefit from
this program, please forward to Don and Adair Calder at
dcalder104@aol.com. Thank you!

Vaccine Appointments for Seniors
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Shining God’s Light
Into the Future…

This summer, Pastor Emma would be honored to come
to your home and offer simple blessings throughout
the rooms of your new home. The liturgy includes short
psalms and prayers that remind us of the importance of
each space and the way God interacts with us in it. It’s a
wonderful way to ask God’s presence into your everyday
life. Pastor Emma has been fully vaccinated and will follow
other Covid precautions to keep everyone safe. Or, if you
know someone who is not a church member for whom
this blessing would be meaningful, feel free to reach out
to Pastor Emma. To schedule a blessing or to learn more,
contact Pastor Emma by phone at the church or by email at
enickel@fpcro.org
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Sunburst Stewards honors members who have
te
included the church in their estate plans with
wa r
a gift to the endowment. Knowledge of future
gifts offers the church an opportunity to thank
donors and allows church leadership to plan for
the future. The ultimate benefit comes from knowing that we have
recognized the importance of God in our lives and have made a
powerful witness of that love through a gift to the church.
For more information about Sunburst Stewards, please contact Rev.
Emma Nickel or the chairperson of the Finance and Investment
Committee. All information given will remain confidential.

Is Your Info Current?
Please let Sally Gilreath (sgilreath@fpcro.org) know of changes to
your contact information so we can maintain current and up-todate records of your member information.

Oak Street Health Clinic, 1142
East 9 Mile, Hazel Park, offers
in-clinic vaccines, for anyone on
Medicare. For more information
call (248) 621-4241.

First Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak

Columbarium and
Memorial Garden
Information packets available
Questions:
Ken Bissey 248.709.4849
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Worship and Music
Special June Worship Services
In June, we follow the Old
Testament stories of the
prophet Samuel, King Saul,
and King David. We think
about God’s voice in our
lives, what it means to be a
leader, and whom God calls
into service.
June 20 – Ordination
and Installation of the
new class of elders and
deacons outdoors at the
10:30 am service. Join us
to participate in a beautiful,
socially distanced ordination
ritual. This is a Singing
Sunday, so masks are
required this week at the outdoor service so that we can
sing hymns together!
June 27 – Confirmation Sunday outdoors at 10:30
am. Our confirmands will make their promises to be
disciples of Jesus Christ and any coming for baptism will
receive the sacrament.

Stephen Ministry
FPCRO is a Stephen Ministry church. Stephen Ministers
are lay caregivers trained to provide high-quality,
confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting.

Giving Thanks
It is with mixed emotions that I share of the resignations
of two singers from our chancel quartet — sadness in
their leaving, but joy in
the new opportunities that
lie ahead for them. Julie
Anne Smith, our alto for
the last seven years, is
returning to school and
working on her Doctorate
in
Administration.
She hopes to become a
Principal in the Berkley
Schools. This, combined with her full-time position as
director of Choirs at the High School, makes her work with
us no longer possible.
Miroslav Manovski, our baritone section leader, has
returned to vocal study with faculty at the University of
Michigan and is now transitioning to the vocal range of
tenor. Continued singing of baritone parts will no longer
be vocally healthy for him and we wish him great success
on this new vocal journey.
Both singers have asked to be put on our substitute list,
so we will have the opportunity to see them in the future.
If you would like to express your gratitude to Julie and
Miroslav you may write them — care of the church and we
will forward your best wishes to them.
—Joseph Jackson, Director of Music Ministries

Our Church and the Fight for Social Justice

O

n Wednesday, June 16 at 7:30 pm on Zoom, Mission and Benevolence will
be hosting a Social Justice Discussion Group which will be moderated by
church member Peter Tanaka. Beginning with the killing of George Floyd last May,
the pandemic, the border crisis, the presidential election, the Atlanta Spa shootings,
Line 5, and now the persecution of Palestinians in Sheikh Jarrah, to name some of
the major social justice issues, it has been an incredibly volatile year. How have church
members felt during this time? What social justice issues are close to your heart? What
do you think the church’s role should be in engaging with various social justice causes?
We would love to hear your thoughts as we continue to reflect and grow into our calling
as a Matthew 25 church. To sign up for this discussion or if you have any questions,
please e-mail Peter Tanaka at petermtanaka@gmail.com. We hope to see you there!
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82885731920
Meeting ID: 828 8573 1920
Passcode: 259065
One tap mobile +13126266799,,82885731920#,,,,*259065# US (Chicago) Dial +1 312 626 6799
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Mission and Benevolence
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H.O.M.E. Project
(Helping Out,
Mission Edition)
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On behalf of the Christian
Education
Committee
(CEC), thank you for the
tremendous support you
gave the H.O.M.E. Projects
throughout this year. From
making masks for a Detroit
school in September, to
spreading kindness in our
community through the May Road Rally,
you willingly and generously supported
each of our efforts to reach out to others.
We also appreciate the work of the
Mission and Benevolence Committee
for their efforts to provide meaningful
projects for February and April.
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n

Over 100 books were delivered to The Arts and Technology
Academy of Pontiac from the March project. Jody Jones,
pictured above with Marilyn Sutton, is principal of the
high school and curriculum coordinator for Pre-K-12 at
the school. Jody expressed her gratitude for books. The
books will be distributed in the school, with one going to
each kindergartner, and any remaining books after that
distribution, will be placed in early childhood program
classrooms at the school.
We hope you enjoyed the Kindness Road Rally. If you
have any photos of you and your family performing acts
of kindness, please send them to Sally Gilreath so we may
share them with others and on social media.

hank you to everyone who saved
chip bags and other wrappers
for the Chip Project. If you want to
continue to save the bags, they may
be dropped off at Regeneration New
& Used Clothing Store in Pleasant
Ridge at the corner of Woodward
Avenue and Woodward Heights.
Follow the Chip Project on Facebook
https://www.facebook .com/
thechipbagproject. Volunteer opportunities are on
Saturday afternoons. For more information visit https://
www.chipbagproject.com/

N

o child should go hungry;
however, many kids who rely
Jesus
on receiving a subsidized breakfast
said, “You
or lunch during the school year,
often face long summer days
give them
without enough to eat. Join
something
the Presbytery of Detroit’s
6th Annual Hunger Ministries
to eat”
Program, Cereal for Summer
Campaign, and help feed hungry
children in our presbytery. FPCRO will be
collecting cereal for the program each Sunday during the
month of June. Please help by donating a box or two.

,

We look forward to H.O.M.E. projects next year. CEC
welcomes any ideas you have for outreach programs for
the coming year. Ideas can be shared with Joelle Jarrait,
CE Director, or Marilyn Sutton, CEC chairperson. Again,
thank you for your support and faithfulness.
—Marilyn Sutton and the Christian Education Committee

Welcome Inn Day Center — Save the Date!
On June 29 and August 10 we will again provide lunches for the homeless at Berkley Community Church. These lunches
are served outdoors at the back of the church. There are usually about 35 guests. Two wonderful chefs provide the main
dish (at their own expense), cooked on the grill as the kitchen is not available. There is no refrigeration except for a cooler
with ice. Our job is to provide side dishes, dessert, drinks, and paper plates. We are also welcome to help serve or just to
chat with the guests. If the weather is inclement, Roy Watson, head of the program, will inform us. We are to drop off the
food by 11:00 am and lunch is served at 12:00 pm. If you are willing to bring a side dish, such as a salad or casserole, drink
or a dessert, please email Helen Dusenbury at hdusenbury@gmail.com or call 248-417-3044.
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Annual Notice to Electronic Givers:

W

e thank you for your continued support to FPCRO. About 33% of
our pledging congregation and 39% of all our pledge dollars, about
$197,400, will come in through electronic giving during 2020-21. Thank you!
A few points to remember:
• At the start of this new fiscal year, your gift will continue to be deducted
in the same manner as requested on your ACH request form.
• If you turned in a pledge card, the new amount will be reflected starting in
the withdrawal after August 1.
• If you didn’t turn in a new pledge card, the amount will remain the same
as the ACH Request form or the last pledge card received, including your
per capita payment preference.
• Per Capita payments, if you so authorized, will be taken in your first
withdrawal in September during our Focus on Per Capita campaign.
• Special gifts options, if you so authorized, will be taken in your first
withdrawal in the month of the selected holiday.
• If your chosen withdrawal date lands on a weekend or banking holiday,
your gift will be withdrawn on the next business day.
• You can change, suspend, or terminate your electronic giving option by
giving seven day advance written notice to the church administrator.
If you have any questions or concerns, please email our Church Administrator,
Kari Peruski at kperuski@fpcro.org.

House & Grounds

T

he House & Grounds Committee would like to thank
everyone who came out to help with the Spring
Cleanup on Saturday, May 1. We collected 37 bags of
garden debris and helped prepare the grounds of the
church for the rest of the growing season. Thanks to the
friends listed below (and apologies if we missed anyone)!
Krispen and Kevin Ball
Ellen Burns
Barb Ferriby
Greg Gillham
Alan Glasel
James Hanks
Derek and Kavanaugh Helenberger
Scott Kortlandt, Jack, and Charlotte Kortlandt
Karen Kline
Bob Lengel
Emma Nickel
Ginny O’Brien
Barb Stafford
Dan Ward
Edie Watson
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“Each of you must
give as you have made
up your mind, not
reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.”
—2 Corinthians 9:7

Tom and Ruth Kirkman Scholarship Honors

C

ongratulations to our 2021 Kirkman Scholarship recipients, Norman Dell and Abby Pochron! The Tom and Ruth
Kirkman Scholarship is awarded to those in our church family who are pursuing higher education. The fund is named
after Tom and Ruth Kirkman. Dr. Kirkman served as FPCRO pastor from 1955-1985.
Norman Dell is attending Ecumenical Theological Seminary in Detroit. His calling is to serve as a Minister and Hospice
Chaplain. Norm has served God faithfully in many ways, including during his time as a member of FPCRO. Recently, our
session endorsed Norm to be an inquirer with the Presbytery Committee on Preparation for Ministry as he begins the
ordination process.
Abby Pochron is graduating from Berkley High School. Abby has been a part of FPCRO her entire life. She grew up
participating in church activities, including children’s musicals and youth group. Abby has also been a dedicated volunteer
for many events in the life of the church. In the fall, Abby will attend Saginaw Valley State University where she will study
to be a special education teacher.
Congratulations Abby and Norm! May God continue to uphold you and may you feel the love of your church family as you
grow in your journeys.

Congratulations Graduate!

A

bby Pochron is graduating from Berkley High School
and will be attending Saginaw Valley State University
in the fall. She plans on pursuing a teaching degree in
Special Education. Abby’s special memories of the church:
“I enjoyed doing vacation bible school and helping out with it
when I was older. I also enjoyed doing the musicals. My favorite
one we did was when we did the centennial show. I also enjoyed
our trips to Spring Hill.”
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New Member Introductions — May 2021

Becoming a member of FPCRO is a homecoming of sorts
for Julie Feldkamp. Her fraternal grandparents were
members when her dad was a youngster! Julie grew up at
Kirk in the Hills where she was confirmed. After several
years in North Carolina, Julie has returned to the area and
teaches in the Detroit Public Schools Community District.

Tracy and Doug Mooney recently moved to Royal Oak.
They have three children. Twins, Elise and Kaitlyn, are
in kindergarten and Evan is in preschool. Doug attended
Drayton Avenue Presbyterian as a child, and Tracy was
baptized by Pastor Emma as part of her joining the church
by profession of faith.

Jessica and Peter Gibbs moved back to Royal Oak two
years ago when they purchased Peter’s grandparent’s house.
They have two children, Henry and Elizabeth. They began
looking for a church home just before the pandemic hit last
year and found us through the Sunflowers Preschool.

Jess and Chris Thorburn were married in May 2020 in
East Lansing. The pastor who officiated at their wedding
went to school with Pastor Emma and suggested they
check out FPCRO when they moved to Oak Park. Chris
is a resident at Beaumont Hospital and Jess owns a dog
grooming business.
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Christian Education
Growing in God’s Love
In Sunday School
Our At Home Joyful Journeys
Sunday School continues
through June 20. During July
and August, we will take a
break from our lessons.
A New Church
May 23	Pentecost (Acts
2:1–41)
May 30	Living Together
(Acts 2:4–47; 4:32–35)
June 6

Left Out (Acts 6:1–7)

June 13 Philip Baptizes a Traveler (Acts 8:26–40)
June 20 Tabitha Rejoins Her Friends (Acts 9:36–43)

Summer Plans for our Children

“Give Praise to God!”
2021 VBS is Here!
During the week, children will learn about many ways we
offer our praise to God. We will look at scriptures as well as
do some fun activities throughout the week.

Beginning June 6, Sunday worship services will be
livestreamed from the sanctuary at 9:00 am with a limited
number of worshippers in attendance by prior registration.
The children’s Prayground will be open during that service.

Following our outdoor worship on Sunday, June 20, we
will kick off our VBS week with some joyful noises and
activities. Children will receive their At Home VBS Kit at
that time.

At 10:30 am, weather permitting, an outdoor service will
be held with no limit on attendance. During this service,
children will join Ms. Joelle for a children’s message and
then go with her to the church playground for a Bible
story and play time. They will rejoin their families at the
end of worship.

During the week, videos will be available on the
church website for each day's lesson. You can find the link
at www.fpcro.org

If bad weather is predicted, cancellation of the outdoor
service will be announced by email each Saturday.

We will end the week on Saturday, June 26 at 10:30 am
with a VBS Celebration. Children are welcome to bring
their bikes for some fellowship and fun in the church
parking lot. If it rains, we will celebrate after worship on
Sunday, June 27.
If you are not able to attend our kick-off event, please
contact Joelle Jarrait. Kits will be available prior to June
20 for pick up in the church lobby. We can also deliver one
to your home.
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Get to Know Incoming Class of Elders & Deacons

O

n May 16, the congregation elected the following members to serve as Deacons and Elders. We are thankful for
their service and their commitment to serving God through the church! These officers-elect will receive training, be
examined by the Session, and ordained and/or installed in worship in June. Their service begins on August 1.

Deacons
Lois Cafmeyer grew up at
Starr Presbyterian Church in
Royal Oak and transferred to
FPCRO in 1986. She raised
her two children here, often
teaching Sunday school for
grades K-6. Her daughter Mary
Kate and grandson Caleb live
in Oregon and her son Sean
and his family live in the Czech
Republic. Lois loves to travel
with her sister and spends time
organizing gatherings for her high school classmates.
Laurie Geralds grew up in this
congregation and remembers
the impact of the youth
program, especially mission
trips to Warren Wilson with the
senior high fellowship. Laurie
helped raise her sister’s children
and her brother’s grandchildren
— all of whom spent time in
FPCRO’s Christian Education
programs. Laurie loves her job
as an Executive Assistant for
Henkel, but spends almost as much time volunteering
in Madison Heights with the Women’s Club, Arts Board,
Food Pantry, and Citizens United.
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Barb Kramer, retired from
work, is a mom of six and a
grandmother of eight. Drawn
to FPCRO through her daughter
Kara’s family, she loves being
part of a caring community of
unconditional kindness and
love that values justice for all.
Barb loves to visit family, cook,
bake, garden, feed wild birds and
deer, travel to the beach, and
attend her grandkids sports and
music events. She enjoys live music events, and watching
(too much) TV in her recliner
covered with a cuddly blanket
and a cat or two in her lap.
Liz Mercer previously served
as a deacon at FPCRO and has
been a member for 60 years
since joining the church in
high school. After retiring
from the Berkley School
District, Liz enjoys playing on
a bowling league, watching
Detroit sports, and babysitting
her granddaughter after school. Currently, Liz serves
in the church library and loves ushering on Sundays,
which gives her the opportunity to greet and get to know
many members.

Elders
Sandy Belanger has a long
history at the church having
been born into it. She grew up
attending Sunday school and
choir, served as the Vacation
Bible
School
coordinator,
chair of the Trustees, and as a
Stephen Minister for 29 years.
Sandy has three children and
seven grandchildren and is a
retired Registered Nurse from
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital and
Oakland County Health Division. Currently, she spends a
lot of time in Florida and enjoys gardening, reading, crafts
and her three rescue dogs.
Kathie Brom most recently
served as Parish Visitor at
the church, but first came to
the church in 1968 with her
parents. Her career was in
patient administration and
she retired from Preferred
Dental, which at the time was
the dentist for the Detroit Red
Wings, Lions, and Tigers! She
loves cooking, horse racing,
and making sure her yard
welcomes birds, butterflies and bees. She has enjoyed
serving as a Deacon, Trustee, Elder, and liturgist in her
time at the church.
Chris Klein’s two sons
attended Sunflowers Preschool
and she and her husband
Pete, lived next door to the
preschool teacher at the time,
Ellie Ziegelmueller. Ellie invited
Chris’ family to join the church,
and Chris started bringing her
children to Sunday School about
40 years ago! Chris is serving
another term on Session for
the Class of 2023, after serving
in the Class of 2021. She chairs the Worship and Music
Committee, sings in the choir and plays in the handbell
choir. Outside of church, Chris loves to read, sings in the
Detroit Concert Choir and enjoys attending Michigan
Opera and Detroit Symphony concerts. Getting out in
nature is a favorite activity.

Jess Thorburn joined the
church this year after moving
to this area with her husband,
Chris, for his residency
at Beaumont. A lifelong
Presbyterian, her pastor in
Lansing recommended she
try FPCRO, where she quickly
got involved in the Sunday
Bible Study and other online
activities. Jess owns a dog
grooming business and is mom
to two bunnies and one - soon to be two - dogs. She loves
animals, crafts, movies, cooking, reading and audiobooks.
Karen Thomas has been part of
FPCRO for about 35 years. She
left for a few years and ‘church
shopped,’ but her son, Scot, said
that he wouldn’t go to church
with her anywhere unless she
came back to FPCRO. Now,
she can’t imagine worshiping
anywhere else! Karen attends
the Sunday Bible Study and
has served on the Worship and
Music Committee. She is an avid
Jeopardy fan, loves to read, is pursuing backyard gardening
and enjoys spoiling her two dogs Wilma and Betty.
Edie Watson is a retired special
education teacher who came to
the church with her husband,
Roger, to take advantage of
the youth programs when her
three children were young. Edie
has four grandchildren, enjoys
researching family genealogy,
and contributing photos to the
Find a Grave website. She served
on Session in the Class of 2021
and returns for a new term this
year. Inside the congregation, she serves on the Mission
and Benevolence Committee and enjoys the Presbys
dinner program, volunteering with local organizations,
and participating with a women’s circle.
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Worship online with us at www.fpcro.org
www.fpcro.org • facebook.com/fpcro
248.541.0108 • fax 248.541.1859
529 Hendrie Blvd.
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

opportunities for all ages!
serving • learning • growing

find us on:

Book Study

O

ur final two book studies of this series will take place this month. If you haven’t read one of our monthly selections
or joined in the Zoom discussions, jump in on one of these to hear thoughts from friends and to share new ideas!
On Thursday, June 3 at
7:30 pm on Zoom we’ll
discuss The Language of God:
A Scientist Presents Evidence
for Belief by Francis S. Collins.
This title takes us on a dive
into the study of evolution
and genetics and how we can
reconcile science with our
faith in God.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82115487756
Meeting ID: 821 1548 7756
Passcode: 010612
One tap mobile +1312626679
9,,82115487756#,,,,*010612
# US (Chicago)
Dial +1 312 626 6799

On Monday, June 28 at 7:30
pm on Zoom we’ll talk about
Brene Brown’s Braving the
Wilderness: The Quest for True
Belonging and the Courage to
Stand Alone. Megan Kortlandt
and Pastor Emma Nickel will
co-lead this discussion.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85318874808
Meeting ID: 853 1887 4808
Passcode: 622273
One tap mobile +1312626679
9,,85318874808#,,,,*622273
# US (Chicago)
Dial +1 312 626 6799

